94       THE BREACH WITH THE COMMONS.   CH. xiv.

but, by their command of the Rhine, they served to interrupt
the communications of the Protestants of Central Germany
with the Dutch Republic. In the hands of a Protestant all
these conditions would be reversed ; and it happened that the
only claimants whose pretensions were not absolutely ridiculous
were Protestants.

The eldest sister of the last duke had married the Duke of
Prussia, and had died without male heirs.    Her eldest daugh-

ter, who had married the Elector of Brandenberg,
to'the sue- was also dead, and her title had descended to her

son, the Electoral Prince. The second sister of the
late Duke of Cleves, on the other hand, was still alive ; and
her husband, the Count Palatine of Neuburg, declared that the
younger sister, being alive, was to be preferred to the descen-
dants of the elder sister, who was dead. The whole case was
still further complicated by a number of Imperial grants and
marriage contracts, the stipulations of which were far from
coinciding with one another. It was upon one of these that
the Elector of Saxony founded a claim, which he hoped to
prosecute successfully by the help of the Emperor, as he had
carefully held aloof from the proceedings of the Princes of the
Union. There were also other pretenders, who asked only for
a portion of the land, or for an equivalent sum of money.

At first, it seemed not unlikely that the Elector of Branden-
berg and the Palatine of Neuburg would come to blows. They
The Elector D0tn entered the duchy in order to take possession.
were, however, induced by the Landgrave of

palatine of   Hesse and other Protestant princes to come to a
take poles-   mutual understanding, and they agreed that Cleves
should be governed in their joint names until the
controversy between them could be decided.

It was not likely that the Catholic party would look on
The            quietly at these proceedings.    At their request, the

Archduke     Emperor cited the pretenders before his court and

Leopold                           .                                                                                .             7

seizes juiiers no notice having been taken of this citation, he
of the put the Possessioners, as they were called, to the ban
Emperor.' of the Empire> and or(fcred the Archduke Leopold,
who, as Bishop of Strasburg and Passau, had an interest in